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The answer to these questions involves considerations of
the profoundest imperial and racial moment, It cannot be
disputed that, in many positions in South Africa, the Indian
performs many very useful functions. At the same time he
raises many animosities, chiefly, however, on account of the
economic difficulties he causes to certain classes of the white
population. The problem is to reconcile his rights as a British
subject with what the colonists believe to be their interests.
The Indians in Natal have been an industrial and domestic
convenience, and the price must be paid. They were invited
to come and assist in the development of the colony, and
those who are there must be treated in a reasonable manner ;
but the future policy regarding immigration will require very
careful consideration* Their present numbers do not consti-
tute an insuperable bar to the development of the colony in
the interests of the white and the native races, The example
of Mauritius seems to show that the solution of the problem
lies in a limited immigration, regulated according to the
requirements of the various colonies and their climatic
conditions. At the same time, the unwisdom of importing
Chinese under the conditions which were recently carried
out, and with such numbers, is very apparent The step
was taken entirely in the interests of the capitalists, and was
an altogether unjustifiable complication of a problem which
was already sufficiently complicated by racial, economic, and
moral factors. Even those who promoted it now recognise
the mistake which was made, and it is to be hoped that the
step will soon be entirely retraced.

Throughout the greater part of Natal, Cape Colony, the
Transvaal and the Orange River Colony, the climatic condi-
tions are the best possible for white colonisation, and certain
restrictions may be put on Asiatic immigration into these
territories according to the economic and climatic conditions ;
but, even when the interests of the whites and the rights of
the natives have been safeguarded, there are enormous areas
of fertile and beautiful country in which Asiatics live and
thrive and multiply, and which, in a very short time, could be